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Congress of the United States
Washington, DC 20510

April 13, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

We are pleased to express our strong support of the Ardmore Development Authority's application for a 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant. This grant will support the 
construction of a global air cargo facility at the Ardmore Municipal Airport. 

Ardmore Airport has the longest runway of any non-commercial airport in Oklahoma. Leveraging this unique 
asset, the surrounding region is building a Global Transportation and Industrial Park in Ardmore to create an 
international air cargo hub. The construction of a new international air cargo facility at the Ardmore Airport will 
help diversify the economy of Southeast Oklahoma. This investment in new commercial capacity will draw 
economic activity and jobs to the region by providing a low-cost, centrally-located alternative destination to the 
existing over-crowded air cargo handling facilities in the Midwest. 

This project has the full support of state and local stakeholders, including the State of Oklahoma, City of Ardmore, 
and Carter County, among others. The RAISE program is designed to provide new opportunities for underserved 
areas, and Ardmore's application is the ideal example of the type of project RAISE was designed to support. We 
urge your strong consideration of this application. Please contact Victor Sarmiento (202-224-4721 or 
Victor_Sarmiento@inhofe.senate.gov) on my staff for further assistance. 

Sincerely,

___________________________                                                ___________________________
James M. Inhofe                                                                           Tom Cole
United States Senator                                                                   Member of Congress 





Lieutenant Governor Matt Pinnell 
 

State Capitol Building, Suite 117 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 

 

 

 

 

April 11, 2022 
 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
United States 

Office: 405-521-2161 

Fax: 405-522-8694 

 

Re: FY 22 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

On behalf of the State of Oklahoma, I write to share our support of the Ardmore Development Authority’s FY22 
Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant application, International Air 
Cargo Development Project at the Global Transportation and Industrial Park in Ardmore, Oklahoma, for the 
development of a global air cargo facility at the Ardmore Municipal Airport, a former military base, and an 
underutilized asset that rests within southern Oklahoma and the heart of the Chickasaw Nation. 

  The construction of a new international multi-modal cargo facility at the Ardmore Airport will spur economic 
development in a rural area of persistent poverty in our state, creating thousands of jobs and a measurable 
return on investment for our economy. With this investment, our region will be become a competitive 
destination for air cargo, both international and domestic, while allowing for a centrally located, low-cost 
alternative to the various congested air cargo handling facilities in the United States, and particularly those that 
serve Oklahoma and the middle of our country, including the burgeoning “Megalopolis” that is growing out of 
North Central Texas. Our recent economic impact analysis and corresponding feasibility studies estimate up to 
18,000 new jobs and the potential for a $3.8 billion impact for rural communities in an economically distressed 
part of our state. This will have unparalleled benefit to families and employers, such as ours, both directly and 
indirectly. 

The State of Oklahoma is proud to endorse this project. Likewise, this project has support from the top down, 
including the Oklahoma Federal Delegation, The Chickasaw Nation, the City of Ardmore, the leadership of 
Carter County and other support of public and private stakeholders. The RAISE program is designed for these 
types of projects and, therefore, we ask that you please select this project in the FY22 round of funding. We 
appreciate your support of this important request.  
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt Pinnell 
Lieutenant Governor of Oklahoma 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

between  
 

WP GLOBAL HOLDINGS, LLC 
 

and  
 

TOYOTA TSUSHO AMERICA, INC. 
 

APRIL 7, 2022 
 
This non-binding Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) provides a mutually agreeable 
framework for WP Global Holdings, LLC, and Toyota Tsusho America (“the Parties”) to consider 
development of solar power generation at the Global Transportation and Industrial Park of 
Oklahoma.  
 
Parties 
WP Global Holdings, LLC, (“WPG”) is a partnership between Watco Companies, LLC, 
Knightsbridge Partners, and Chickasaw Nation. WPG has entered into a public-private leasing 
agreement with the Ardmore Development Authority to complete a multiphase development 
of the Global Transportation and Industrial Park of Oklahoma.  
 
Toyota Tsusho America, Inc. (“TAI”) is a multi-market, multi-business enterprise, which has 
been operating in North America for over 60 years. TAI is actively involved with innovative 
projects in power generation across North America. A priority growth area for TAI is renewable 
energy and TAI focuses on large scale solar farms, wind farms, to create a more sustainable 
future as they move closer to their goal of carbon neutrality.  
 
Site 
The Global Transportation and Industrial Park of Oklahoma (“GTIP”), located in Ardmore, OK, 
includes more than 200 acres of shovel-ready and build-to-suit land at the Ardmore Industrial 
Airpark, formerly an Army Air Force Base. Located in the heart of the Chickasaw Nation, GTIP is 
strategically situated between many of North America’s largest business centers. The site 
features direct access to rail, air and highway transport, and is an approved U.S. Foreign-Trade 
Zone.  
 
Collaborative Intentions 
The Parties presently intend to seek to promote the development of renewable energy at GTIP 
and are in discussions regarding the potential for locating a utility-scale solar power generation 
facility within GTIP. Multiple parcels exist within the grounds of the GTIP, adjacent land owned 
by the Ardmore Development Authority (“ADA”), and adjacent land owned by the Chickasaw 
Nation, that would support large-scale solar power generation installations. Taken together, the 
parcels could support the potential annual generation of nearly 202,000 MWh of electricity. An 
installation of that scale would generate significantly more electricity than would be consumed 
by existing operations at GTIP.  
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March 31, 2022 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
United States 
 
RE: Support for a FY 22 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
I write to share Watco’s support of the Ardmore Development Authority’s (ADA) FY22 Rebuilding 
American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant application, International Air Cargo 
Development Project at the Global Transportation and Industrial Park in Ardmore, Oklahoma, for the 
development of a global air cargo facility at the Ardmore Municipal Airport, a former military base.  
 
We are working with local partners like the ADA to drive economic development at the Ardmore Airport. 
This RAISE grant is an important tool to achieving our goal of developing this facility into a competitive 
global destination for air cargo, in addition to a rail-served multimodal facility centrally located in the US.   
 
Watco is a single-source transportation and supply chain services company with locations throughout 
North America and Australia. Founded in 1983, we grew from one locomotive into a leading 
transportation services company. Today, we own and operate a diverse and unmatched network of short 
line railroads, terminals, ports, and mechanical shops, along with a robust logistics business that helps 
customers meet their supply chain needs. 
 
The International Air Cargo Development Project at the Global Transportation and Industrial Park in 
Ardmore, Oklahoma has the full support of local stakeholders, including the State of Oklahoma, City of 
Ardmore, Carter County and others. The RAISE program is designed for these types of projects and, 
therefore, we ask that you please select this project in the FY22 round of funding.  
 
We appreciate your consideration of this important request. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

 
Laura McNichol 
Senior Vice President, Government & Industry Relations 
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April 4, 2022 

 

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

 

Re: FY 22 Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) Grant 

 

Dear Secretary, Buttigieg: 

 

I write today on behalf of Global Agribusiness Ventures, Inc. (GAV) in support of the Ardmore 

Development Authority’s (ADA) FY22 RAISE grant application, International Air Cargo Development 

Project at the Global Transportation and Industrial Park in Ardmore, Oklahoma, for the development of a global 

air cargo facility at the Ardmore Municipal Airport, a former military base. This RAISE project is among 

several projects the ADA is leading to develop this facility into a global multimodal facility located on 

BNSF mainline connecting Oklahoma City with the Dallas/Ft. Worth region and beyond.  

 

GAV is in the business of generating public/private partnerships to develop new, more efficient supply 

chains. We are interested in bringing cocoa and cashew processing facilities to the US and locating them 

in Oklahoma City and Ardmore. Today, despite the US being the largest consumer of cashews globally, 

they are processed in India and Vietnam. Our roots are in Africa, allowing for a strong connection to 

the communities and growers that grow cashews and cocoa. We anticipate locating in Ardmore post-

project completion.  

This RAISE grant is an important tool to achieving the goal of developing this asset into a competitive 

global destination for air cargo, in addition to a BNSF-served multimodal facility centrally located in the 

US. 

We ask that you please fund this important RAISE grant. Thank you for your consideration of this 

project.  

For/Global Agribusiness Ventures, Inc 

 

Mr. Jonathan Mwaba, MBA 
CEO: Global Agribusiness Ventures Inc.  
Email: jonathan@globalagventures.com  
Tel: +1 479-321-1977 

 

mailto:jonathan@globalagventures.com
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